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MONDAY 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Jesus’ teaching is rich in figurative language: metaphor, parable, analogy and simile that require more 
imagination and purposeful thinking than literal language.  He wants the listener to engage, actively 
think about what He is saying.  Jesus describes Himself as the bread of life, the light of the world and in 
this study, the door or gate.  Within each parable is truth for the seeker.  For the self-satisfied, critical, or 
inflexible it’s all just crazy talk. 
 
In John 10:7, Jesus describes Himself as the gate or door in response to the events in John 9.  Jesus gave 
sight to a man born blind. Jewish leaders interrogated the now sighted man and his parents trying to 
find some way of discrediting Jesus.  In frustration, they finally threw the sighted man out.   
In our reading today, Jesus debriefs and reassures the once blind man.  Chapter 9 of John is a lead-in to 
Jesus presenting Himself both as the Door and the Good Shepherd.  
 
READING: John 9:35-41 (NIV) 
 

35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son 
of Man?” 
36 “Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.” 
37 Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.” 
38 Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 
39 Jesus said,[a] “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see 
will become blind.” 
40 Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, “What? Are we blind too?” 
41 Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see, your 
guilt remains. 
 
THINGS TO PONDER 
1. What are some of the ways a person can be blind in some sense? 
 
 
 
 
2. What is a way you were once blind, but now you see? 
 
 
 
 
3. How do we help a person who is spiritually blind?  Who are you trying to help see ?  Pray right now 

for this person, and that you will be a light for them to see and understand. 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER 
Lord, first, help me to see clearly who You are and my mission in this world. 
Help me to share the light I have been given.  Amen.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+9%3A35-41&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26480a
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TUESDAY 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
Jesus often gathered His disciples and unpacked the parables to help them better understand His 
teaching.  Some parables are pretty straightforward, but some like the sower were more obscure.  The 
parable Jesus told in John 9 requires some analysis.  John 10:6, says the Pharisees did not understand 
what He was telling them.  
The Pharisees may not have understood all that Jesus was teaching but they must have had some idea 
that in this story they were the thieves and robbers, and that Jesus was the shepherd. That Jesus was 
the gate, the way into the sheepfold (heaven and the kingdom of God) probably eluded them.  That 
Jesus would pay with His life to trade his righteousness for our sin—the admission price to eternal life 
was beyond their thinking. 
Today we have the advantage of looking back and viewing how God’s plan unfolds.  
Read for yourself Jesus’ lesson for the Pharisees then and to us now. 
 
READING: John 10:1-6 (NIV) 
 
“Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by 
some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the 
sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep 
by name and leads them out.4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his 
sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will 
run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 6 Jesus used this figure of 
speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what he was telling them. 
 
THINGS TO PONDER 
 
1. To whom is this parable addressed?  Why? 
 
 
 
 
2. When have you felt that God was speaking to you?  How did you know it was God? 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What is your reaction to the fact that God knows you by name as well as billions of others?   
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER 
God, I try to really comprehend that You are listening to the words of my mouth, the feelings deep 
within, at the same time You are intimately involved with millions of others.  Even though I can’t 
comprehend it all, I am glad, thankful, rejoicing that You love and care for me. Praise You!  Amen. 
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WEDNESDAY
 

BACKGROUND 
 
For several weeks, our morning walk has taken us past a trailer with a dog leashed to a post.  For the 
first week he barked ferociously at us.  Now, he just observes on alert, but without sound.  He knows us 
by sight and by our voices.   
Sheep have few ways to defend themselves from predators and rely universally on the shepherd and 
dogs.  They view the shepherd as protector and guide.  They are wired to recognize the shepherd’s 
voice.  Sheep and shepherds were an integral part of the world of the disciples and Pharisees.  Like we 
know about cars, they knew about sheep.  Jesus takes this ordinary illustration about natural life and 
applies it to spiritual life.   
Jesus is explaining to the Pharisees, the religious establishment of the day, why they do not recognize 
who He really is.   
Today, even with all of our aids - the Bible, commentaries, devotionals, sermons, TV religious 
programming, podcasts, movies, and the indwelling Holy Spirit - we still are discovering who He truly is.  
God is more than we can ever fully understand or completely fathom.  Remarkable! 
 
READING: John 10:1-6 (NIV) 
 
“Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by 
some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the 
sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep 
by name and leads them out.4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his 
sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will 
run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 6 Jesus used this figure of 
speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what he was telling them. 
 
THINGS TO PONDER 
 
1. Who has been like a shepherd to you?  Explain. 
 
 
 
 
2. To whom are you like a shepherd?  Explain. 
 
 
 
 
3. What motivates the shepherd?    
 
 
 
 
PRAYER 
Lord, I am thankful for caring for and guiding me.  Just Your presence is my security.  Help me to care for 
and shepherd others in my life sphere.  Help me to build safety and trust in those relationships.  Holy 
Spirit guide me.  Amen. 
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THURSDAY
 

BACKGROUND  
 
That we are involved in a great spiritual battle is no delusion or figment of our imagination.  The tumult 
in our present age is like Satan’s Battle of the Bulge (Hitler’s last-ditch effort to stop the allies from 
winning WWII).  Satan smiles when we are content believing a lie.  When we seek to know God or truth, 
Satan works overtime, the Father of Lies is threatened by truth. 
Jesus had just healed the man born blind, the thieves (Pharisees) were trying to steal, kill and destroy.  
Jesus comes to give us life abundantly.  The contrast is stark if only the Jewish leaders of the day could 
see.  Just by your choice to spend this time with God, you are feasting on truth and light.  Keep on 
keeping on for the battle is won, and Satan has already lost. 
 
READING: John 10:7-10 
 
7 Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who have come 
before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. 9 I am the gate; whoever 
enters through me will be saved.[a] They will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only 
to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 
 
THINGS TO PONDER 
 
1. Are there many ways to God, to eternal life?  What is the parable saying, and what do you know? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Why is it so important that we reach everyone with the gospel? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Challenge:  Ask one person today if he or she has eternal life. (Pray before you do it.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER 
Lord,  In this life, I will never completely fathom everything about You.  But I know some really 
important things.  You love me.  On the cross You traded your rightness for my sin---I am forgiven and I 
will live with You forever, part of Your  family.  Thank You. Guide me step by step today helping me to 
serve You well, and loving others well.  Amen.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+10%3A1-10&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26491a
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FRIDAY
 

BACKGROUND 
 
The Bible has other references to gate and door.  If your look up the verses in this study in different 
versions, you will find gate and door used interchangeably.  If you think about it, both serve the same 
functions, that of shutting out or shutting in. 
Some critics of Christianity take issue with the idea that Jesus is the only way to God.  God said it and we 
didn’t make it up.  Face reality.  Think about this.  No other religion even tries to make this claim. 
Read today’s scriptures and draw your own conclusion. 
 
READING 
 
Matthew 7:13 (NIV) 
13 “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, 
and many enter through it. 
 
Psalm 100:4 (NIV) 
4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; 
    give thanks to him and praise his name. 
 
Psalm 118:20 (NIV) 
20 This is the gate of the Lord through which the righteous may enter. 
 
Revelation 3:20 (NIV) 
20 Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come 
in and eat with that person, and they with me. 
 
THINGS TO PONDER 
 
1. From this sample of scriptures what conclusions do you draw? 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What stands out to you from this week’s study? 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What do you think causes so many to be spiritually blind, and what can we do? 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER (Your own prayer, today) 


